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District President’s 
Comments
Rick Benson ( Wyvern237@aol.com ) 
 Exchange Club of Bozeman

This issue of our District’s newsletter will coincide with 
Exchange’s National Convention in Salt Lake City.  I’m 
sure all our members who are able to attend will both 
learn a lot and have a great time.

For sure they can represent the Yellowstone District with 
justifiable pride.  In my view, we have collectively enjoyed 
some measurable successes over the last twelve 
months.  Much of this success is reported more fully 
elsewhere in this edition, but maybe the following will 
convey my personal views on some of the activities.

The series of charity poker events held across Montana 
beginning last January generated thousands of dollars to 
support our local clubs programs of service.  We haven’t 
even approached the potential these events have as fund 
raisers.  With the second round already in the planning 
phase, we can expect to be “a year smarter” in moving 
toward that potential.  At the same time we offer our 
Idaho clubs, (as well as the Butte and Sanders County 
clubs) who are interested in this activity whatever we 
have that will make them be “a year smarter” their first 
time out of the chute.

Continued on page 2

District Immediate
Past President’s
Comments

Jim Powell ( jpowellmt@bresnan.net )
Exchange Club of Bozeman

Hello Fellow Exchangites!

Just a quick note to bring you up to speed on a couple of 
things as we wind down the 2004/2005 Exchange year.  I had 
the pleasure of representing Yellowstone District in late June 
at the Charter Banquet for the newly formed XC Club of 
Sanders County in Thompson Falls, MT.  Kathleen McBride of 
the Butte XC Club, incoming District President-elect, and Bob 
Soper, Bozeman Club Sec/Treas. accompanied me on the 
trip.  Missoula Club President Michelle Turner, current District 
Director Fred Gerlach, incoming District Director Rolf 
Tandberg, as well as others from the Missoula club attended 
(the Missoula club is the sponsor of this new club – special 
thanks to them for all of their support, both financially and 
personally).  I am pleased to report that the XC Club of 
Sanders County is off to a roaring start with 24 charter 
members.  Special congratulations go out to Charter President 
Al McGuigan of Thompson Falls for his efforts in pulling this 
new club together.  They of course will need the continual 
support and guidance from all of us as we go forward in time.

I hope to see many of you in SLC at the National Convention 
in mid July.  As usual, the district will have a supply of pins for 
those in attendance at the convention – I would ask that the 
club secretaries from each club that will have members 
attending the convention respond to me with those that are 
going so I can keep them in the loop as to a time and place for 
the YDE attendees to meet and hand out pins etc.  I would 
also encourage each club to continue its’ reporting of efforts 
regarding POS (programs of service).  As we discussed at the 
district convention, it is important for each club and its 
members to be recognized for all the good work that is being 
done in your communities.

Finally, it has truly been a pleasure representing you all as 
District President this past year.  As my term has now ended, I 
am comforted by the excellent leadership team in place to 
continue to carry out the work of the Yellowstone District.

Yours in Exchange,

Jim Powell
District Immediate Past President

Pres-Elect Powell receiving gavel from Natl 
Pres-Elect DeFeao
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continued from page 1
By any measurement the 2005 District convention at Chico Hot 
Springs was an unqualified success.  You can be sure that I and the 
rest of your District Board will make every effort to meet or exceed 
the Chico experience when we convene in West Yellowstone next 
spring.  Please plan to join us.

The creation of an Exchange club in Sanders County, Montana is the 
most exciting advance in District growth in a long time.

It was a great way for Jim Powell to complete his year of 
distinguished leadership as Yellowstone District President.  It is 
important that we continue an upward trend in membership.  

There will be another Stand Up America campaign this fall. Start 
thinking now how to best exploit the program’s recruiting incentives in 
your community.

This is already longer than I planned.  For those of you still reading, I 
admire your stamina.  In closing, I’m proud to serve as your President 
for 2005-2006 and look forward to serving in unity with you through 
the coming twelve months.

Rick Benson
Bozeman
July 2005

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR BEGINS

PLACE:  EVERY CLUB

JULY 1 ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR BEGINS

NATIONAL CONVENTION

LITTLE AMERICA, SLC UT
JULY 14-17

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT MEETING/REPORT DUE

PLACE: EACH CLUB

August  15

2006 YELLOWSTONE DISTRICT CONVENTION 
April 28th thru 30th, 2006, at the 

Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort in West Yellowstone, MT

Pictures from the 2005 Convention

Yellowstone District Exchange Clubs #28
2005-2006 Officers

President
Rick Benson  Bozeman Exchange Club #1750
PO Box 1943
Bozeman, Montana 59771-1943
406-586-7064 H
wyvern237@aol.com

President-Elect
Kathleen McBride Exchange Club of Butte #1751
1139 W STEEL ST
BUTTE MT 59701
406-723-7346 H
406-782-5800 W
 406-723-8919 F 
mcbrideck@aol.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Steve Miles  Helena Exchange Club #1753
PO Box 1054
Helena, Montana 59624-1054
406-443-5328 H
406-443-4300 W
406-443-7122 Fax
Smiles7952@aol.com

Immediate Past-President
Jim Powell  Downtown Billings Exchange Club #1746
510 Indian Trail
Billings, Montana 59105
406-248-5461 H
406-657-3458 W
406-255-8973Fax
jpowellmt@bresnan.net

National Region #2 Vice President
Chuck Abernathy
1798 Narrows Drive North
Tacoma, Washington 98406-1510
253-752-1381
cmabernathy@mindspring.com

Yellowstone District Web Master/Newsletter Editor
James Szatkowski  Boise Exchange Club #1406
9501 W Knottingham Dr
Boise, ID 83704
208-672-1649 H
208-332-1905 W, 208-866-2181 cell
208-672-1673 Fax
jamesski@cableone.net
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Yellowstone District Exchange Clubs #28
2004-2005 Directors

Division 1 (Butte, Bozeman, Great Falls, Helena) 2 Years 
remaining
Youth of the Year/ACE Award Committee
Brooks Coombe  Butte Exchange Club #1751
135 Waldron Lane
Butte, Montana 59701
406-494-2362 H
1-800-823-6683 W
406-723-3880 Fax
evans@in-tch.com 

Division 2 (Billings/Big Sky, Breakfast, Heights, Downtown) 1 Year 
remaining 
Club Reporting & Recognition Committee
David Flanze Downtown Exchange Club #1746
505 Burlington
Billings, MT 59108
406-259-1822 H
406-565-5335 W
406-656-0536 Fax
dflanze@bresnan.net

Division 3 (Missoula, Garden City, Kalispell) 2 Years remaining
District Convention Committee 
Rolf Tandberg,  Missoula Exchange club #1755
6109 Linda Vista Blvd
Missoula, Montana 59803
406-251-4224 H
406-544-7995 Cell
tandberg@centric.net

Division 4 (Blackfoot, Idaho Falls/Eastside, Idaho Falls) 1 Year remaining
Club Development/Retention & Growth Committee
Tim Fowler Idaho Falls Exchange Club #1410
PO Box 543
Ririe, ID 83443
208-538-7353H
208-522-5100W
208-522-5103Fax
tfowler@kidk.com

Division 5 (Boise, Caldwell, Nampa) 2 Years remaining 
Club Communications/Newsletter Committee
Jim Szatkowski  Boise Exchange Club #1406
9501 W KNOTTINGHAM DR
Boise, Idaho 83704
208-332-1905 W , 208-866-2181 cell
208-672-1649 H  , 208-672-1673 home fax, 208-334-4031 work fax
jamesski@cableone.net

Pictures from the 2005 Convention Continued
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New Exchange Club of Sanders County (Thompson Falls MT area)

President Powell presenting XC Club satchel 
to club builder Al McGuigan

DP Powell with officers inducted at event l-r Al, DP Powell, 
Carol Morehouse Sec/Treas., Allyson Perring PE, Don Burrell 
Director, also pictured is member Eileen Stone

DP Powell presents the Club Builder Award to Al l-r 
YDE Div 3 Director Roth Tandberg, YDE PE 
Kathleen McBride, Al, 
DP Powell, Bozeman Club Sec/Treas Bob Soper, 
outgoing Div 3 Director Fred Gerlach

DP Powell presenting new charter to Al
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