
membership has fluctuated in 

the lower 600s.  We reached our 

contemporary high point on 

March 31 of this year at 670.  
Our District is one of only a 

handful in the National Ex-

change Club who have grown 

during this current Exchange 

year.  Congratulations to all who 

helped in this effort.  We have a 

continuing need to offer the gift 

of Exchange to everyone we can 

reach.  I know that under Kath-

leen McBrides’ dynamic leader-

ship  our membership roles will 

continue to grow. 

 

It is hard to believe that my time 

as District President is almost 

finished.  I want to thank all the 

members of the District Board 

for all they do, not only for Ex-

change, but in trying their best 

to keep me out of trouble.  Kath-

leen has an excellent set of lead-

ers gathering around her, and I 

know the coming year will be 

both exciting and productive for 

the Yellowstone District of the 

National Exchange Club. 

 

See you in Bozeman in a year.  

In my view our recent District 

convention in West Yellowstone 

was totally successful.  I think all 

who attended had a good time, 

learned some things, saw old 

friends and made some new 

ones.  Even the weather was on 

its best behavior.   

 

From the time I was asked to 

state my goals as District Presi-

dent at the National Leadership 

Conference in Toledo ( the 

“Charm School”), I have been 

focused on finding ways to help 

our clubs recruit and retain 

members.  The Saturday morn-

ing training with Mark Izzi and 

Katie Smith was the product of 

that focus.  At the risk of going 

into information overload, their 

messages on Rush parties, and 

general recruiting and retention 

techniques gave all of us some 

new, or re-discovered, tools to 

help build our clubs. 

 

The agenda for the District 

Board meeting in West Yellow-

stone yielded some interesting 

stuff.  The possibility of a part-

nership between Exchange of 

Montana and The Montana 

Meth Campaign was explored, 

and that exploration into ways 

Montana Exchangites might 

contribute is on-going.  Our 

district financial position re-

mains sound, the budget surplus 

is being expended in a measured 

way to both improve the health 

and leadership of our local clubs 

and to encourage recruiting.  

With regard to our recruiting 

efforts, it is likely we will con-

tinue our support of the Stand 

Up America campaign again, 

although the exact details of our 

efforts this fall have yet to be 

determined. 

 

We badly need for every club to 

get their annual election results 

in to both National and to Steve 

Miles in Helena.  These reports 

are the only way your District 

leadership can craft a communi-

cations plan to allow them to 

meet their responsibilities . 

 

Napoleon was once quoted as 

saying something like “give me a 

bolt of cloth and I can conquer 

Europe.”  He understood more 

than most the value a soldier 

placed on a bit of ribbon pinned 

on his chest.  Exchange has in-

centive programs for exactly the 

same reason.  Everybody likes to 

hear their name mentioned, 

everybody likes to be recognized 

for their efforts and their worth; 

even those who swear they 

couldn’t care less.  So, please 

send those reports on your pro-

grams of service in.  Get your 

club the strokes it deserves. 

 

There is another old cliché to the 

effect “grow or die.”  In 1988 the 

Yellowstone District had 834 

members.  By 1999 that figure 

had shrunk to 619, a loss of 

roughly 25%.  Since then our 

RICK BENSON , DISTRICT PRES IDENT 

KATHLEEN MCBRIDE, PRES-ELECT 

   Each year the President-Elect 

for the Yellowstone District 

attends “Charm School” in late 

February at out national head-

quarters in Toledo, Ohio.  Actu-

ally, this February in Toledo was 

surprisingly mild! 

   Along with about 35 other 

President-elects from all over the 

county, we received 2 ½ days of 

intensive training.  In this short 

time, the presenters provided 

new leadership materials and 

presented some of the new pro-

fessional training programs 

designed to help our local clubs 

to be even more successful. 

   In the next two months, the 
District will be making every 
effort to pass on information 
to the leaders of each local 
club, especially, the incoming 
presidents.  We will be con-
tacting the leadership of each 
club in the near future to 

arrange this training  

  Do you have a Club function 
or special event you would 
like to have someone for the 
Yellowstone District attend?  
Whether it might be your 
Club’s officer installation 
ceremony, dedication of a 

Freedom Shrine, installation 
of new members, a fund rais-
ing event, a party or any other 
event, or even just to attend a 
meeting of your Club, the 
officers and directors of the 
Yellowstone District are al-
ways willing to come visit your 
Club.  Contact us and let us 

know!  
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YELLOWSTONE DISTRICT 
EXCHANGE CLUBS 

2006 Youth of the Year: 

Heather Marie Ingman  

2006 ACE Award: 

Megan Miller  



The Exchange Club of Boze-

man dedicated its most recent 

Freedom Shrine at Sacajawea 

Middle School in Bozeman on 

Friday, May 12, 2006.  The 

ceremony was the centerpiece 

of the school's tenth anniver-

sary celebration. 
  

The dedication was done in a 

full school assembly.  Music 

included the school orchestra 

playing "The Patriot,"  the 

school choir sang " We Shall 

Overcome,"  and the full 

school band played a medley 

of patriot songs.  Members of 

the local American Legion 

made a presentation on the 

history of the American flag.  
  

The dedication address was 

delivered by John Vincent, 

Gallatin County Commis-

sioner . 
  
The Exchange Club of 
Bozeman has  p lans 
for several additional Free-
dom Shrines in the near 
future, all involving new 
construction of public build-

ings in Bozeman.  

Heather Marie Ingman from Center-
ville High School  is this years Youth 
of the Year recipient.  She is a member 
of the National Honor Society and 
Captain of the Girls Volley Ball and 
Basketball teams.  She volunteers with 
4-H, tutoring and with her church.  She 
has a 4.0 GPA and is planning on at-
tending Gonzaga University or the 
University of Montana where she plans 

on majoring in Psychology and Law. 

Exchange Club of Bozeman Dedicates Freedom Shrine 

YOUTH OF THE YEAR AND ACE STUDENT AWARDS 

Kathleen McBride, Yellow-
stone District President Elect 
 

GREAT FUN AT CONVENTION 

The District convention was 
well attended and sported the 
following dignitaries in the 
photos to the right (top to 
bottom and left to right):  
Rick Benson, Yellowstone 
District President, Ron 
Basile, Region 12 Vice 
President 
Jim Powell, Yellowstone 
District Past President; 
Chuck Abernathy, Region 2 
Vice President 

The  2007 
Convention will  be 

May  18-20 in 
Bozeman at the Gran 

Tree  Hotel and 
Convention Center 
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YELLOWSTONE DISTRICT 

Photo Credits! 

These photos and 
most of the pho-
tos in this news-
letter taken by 
and courtesy of 
Jens Selvig and 
the Big Sky 
Newsletter 

Megan Miller is this year’s ACE recipient.  
She is from Butte Central High School and 
her senior year GPA is 3.7!  She will be the 
first member of her biological family to ob-
tain a high school diploma.  She’s been in 
foster families since she was 5 years old.  
Though battling depression, she kept trying 
and with the help of patient and loving adop-
tive parents, an understanding therapist and 
her own courage—she is graduating!  She is 
an outspoken advocate of child abuse aware-
ness and prevention and is preparing for a 
television public service commercial about 
child abuse awareness. 



The Big Sky Club, 
Downtown Club and 
Heights club are rededi-
cating the Freedom 
Shrine at the Boys & 
Girls Club on June 14th 
at 6:30 PM.  
 
A bar-b-que dinner will 
be held at the same time 
honoring Gordon El-
dridge, retired director of 
the Boys and Girls Club.  
Gordon founded the Bill-
ings Boys Club and was 

the director for a quarter 
century before retiring. 
Gordon was also a long 
time member of the 
Downtown Exchange 
Club. 
 
The Freedom Shrine is a 
collection of 30 historic 
documents that 
helped to form the many 
wonderful freedoms that 
we enjoy in America to-
day.  
This has been a National 

Exchange Club program 
since 1949! 

more about reporting your 
Club’s activities on line, call 
your District Director, or the 
District officers for assis-
tance. 
 Remember JUNE 
30, 2006, is the deadline to 
complete your reporting of 
your Club’s 2005-2006 activi-
ties for the National Service 
Award as well as your annual 
Activities Summary and your 
application for the “Big E” 

Award.  

 A few clubs in the 
Yellowstone District have 
attained their National Ser-
vice Award for ’05-’06 and 
several other clubs are just a 
project or two away.  Make 
sure you get your project 
cards sent in or go on line to 
the National Exchange Club 
web site 
www.nationalexchangeclub.
org and follow the instruc-
tions for “Member Ser-
vices.”  If you want to learn 

BILL INGS CLUBS REDEDICATE FREEDOM SHRINE 

Programs of Service 

number of members in your 
club, so you can take on bigger 
projects.  Having a plan, or 
roadmap to get you there will 
make it easier to attain your 
aspirations. 
   Each year your club should 
hold a “Program Development 
Meeting” sometime before July 
31st.  This important meeting 
provides your club with an op-
portunity to chart a course for 
the year’s activities.   At this 
meeting the leadership for each 
club, including the Board of 

Directors and Committee Chairs 
set goals for program excel-
lence, growth and leadership 
development.  It is generally 
most productive to hold this 
meeting separate from a regular 
meeting, but with the meeting 
open to all club members. 
   Remember, this Program De-
velopment Meeting should be 
conducted before July 31st  and 
reported by August 15th. 

Program Development Meeting 
   Do you really know where 
your Club is headed? 
   It’s been said, if you don’t 
know where you are going, you 
might not get there.  If we don’t 
know the direction our individ-
ual club is going, we probably 
will not get the hoped for re-
sults.  Each club needs to think 
about what it would like to see 
the club accomplish.  Perhaps 
your club may undertake some 
new projects, work with newer 
members to step up to be offi-
cers, or work to increase the 

Share your 

newsletters!  Please 

send or e-mail a copy 

of your Club’s 

newsletters to the 

officers and directors 

of the Yellowstone 

District.  We like to 

see what all of you 

are doing and also 

like sharing your 

newsletter ideas with 

other clubs! 
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Has your club provided its election report to Steve Miles, Yel-
lowstone District Secretary/Treasurer, and to National head-
quarters?  All clubs are asked to hold their elections for lead-
ership by April 15th each year and to report the results with 
contact information for each officer elected.  If your Club has 
not already held its election for the 2006-2007 officers, please 
do so immediately and make sure you report it to Steve Miles 
and to National headquarters. 
 At the District level, we need to know the folks who 
will be in leadership positions this next year, including up-to-
date contact information about each of the officers, so we can 
ensure information from the District is passed on to the lead-
ers of each club. 

Club Election Reports 
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2006-2007 YELLOWSTONE DISTRICT 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND DISTRICT DIRECTORS     

 

District President 
Kathleen McBride 
1139 West Steel 
Butte, MT 59701 

Home: 406-723-7346 
Work: 406-782-5800 
Fax: 406-723-8919 

e-mail: mcbrideck@aol.com 

Exchange Club of Butte 

 

President-Elect     Secretary/Treasurer 

 Michele Turner     Steve Miles 
 PO Box 460271     PO Box 1054 
 Huson, MT 59846-0271    Helena, MT 59624-1054 
 Home: 406-626-4739    Home: 406-443-5328 
 Work: 406-543-1330     Work: 406-443-4300 
 Fax: 406-543-1332     Fax: 406-443-7122 
 E-mail: mturner@fsbmsla.com    E-mail: smiles7952@aol.com 
 Exchange Club of Missoula    Exchange Club of Helena 

 

Immediate Past President    District Director-Division 1 

 Rick Benson                       Butte, Bozeman, Great Falls, Helena 
 PO Box 1943     Brooks Coombe 
 Bozeman, MT 59771.1943    135 Waldron Lane 
 Home: 406-586-7064    Butte, MT 59701 
 E-mail: wyvern237@aol.com    Home: 406-494-2362 
 Exchange Club of Bozeman    Work: 800-823-6683 
       Fax: 406-723-3880 
       E-mail: evans@in-tch.com 
       Exchange Club of Butte 

 

District Director-Division 2    District Director-Division 3 

Billings/Big Sky, Bfast, Heights, Dntn                                  Msla, Gar City, Kalispell, Sanders 
 Nathan Woodard     Rolf Tandberg 
 1142 Lynch Circle     6109 Linda Vista Blvd. 
 Billings, MT 59105     Missoula, MT 59803 
 Home: 406-252-2480    Home: 406-251-4224 
 Work: 406-656-8000    Cell: 406-544-7995 
 E-mail: nwoodard@kulr.com    E-mail: tandberg@centric.net 
           Heights Exchange Club of Billings   Exchange Club of Missoula 

 

District Director-Division 4    District Director-Division 5 

Blackfoot, Idaho Falls, Idaho Falls Eastside                 Boise, Caldwell, Nampa 
 Tim Fowler     Jim Szatkowski 
 PO Box 543      9501 West Knottingham Dr. 
 Ririe, ID 83443     Boise, ID 83704-2236 
 Home: 208-538-7353    Home: 208-672-1649 
 Work: 208-522-5100    Work: 208-332-1905 
 Fax: 208-522-5103     Fax: 208-672-1673 
 E-mail: tfowler@kidk.com    Cell: 208-866-2181 
 Exchange Club of Idaho Falls    E-mail: jamesski@cableone.net 
       Exchange Club of Boise 

 



Jerry has been an active 
member of the Missoula 
Exchange Club – for-
ever!  He was a found-
ing member, and no one 
can remember any time 
when he was not ac-
tively involved and a 
leader in club matters.  
He always adds energy 
and enthusiasm to any 
club project.  He is the 
club 'unofficial histo-
rian', sharing stories of 
the old days before most 
of the club was old 
enough to be a member.  
He helped restore build-
ings at Fort Missoula, 
was a leader in the es-
tablishment of Freedom 
Shrines around Mis-
soula-personally recom-
mending the majority of 
the sites that exist to-
day.  He has spoke to 
the kids at the dedica-
tions of these shrines 
about the history of our 
country and the signifi-
cance of the shrines.  
He's been active on the 
fund raisers, including 
ushering at the sports 
events, and he devised a 
fund raising sailboat 
project – the club is 
building two small sail-
boats: one will be do-
nated to the Boy Scouts 
for use on Flathead 
Lake; the other will be 
raffled off to the public.  
He devoted himself to 

this project actively 
seeking materials and 
labor and simply raising 
money for the boats.  
He purchases a gift cer-
tificate each week and 
when we hold our atten-
dance drawing, he 
'convinces' the winning 
Exchangite to donate 
the winnings to the boat 
project in exchange for 
the gift certificate. 
 
Significant amounts of 
Jerry's seemingly 
boundless energy have 
been devoted to serving 
his community.  He was 
an instigator in the con-
struction of the Carou-
sel and remains very 
active in its care and 
upkeep.  He was a 
leader in the develop-
ment of the Dragon's 
Hollow children's play 
area that was built next 
to the Carousel.  He was 
honored as a Senior 
Volunteer of the Year 
for his community ef-
forts.  Dr Diettert has 
been very active with 
the Boy Scouts – he 
convinced the Club to 
sponsor a troop.  In ad-
dition, he served as a 
commissioner for the 
Unit and the District.  
His efforts on behalf of 
Scouting have been rec-
ognized twice in the 

JOHN ELLIOTT “EXCHANJOHN ELLIOTT “EXCHANJOHN ELLIOTT “EXCHANJOHN ELLIOTT “EXCHANGITE OF THE YEAR” AWARD FOR 2005GITE OF THE YEAR” AWARD FOR 2005GITE OF THE YEAR” AWARD FOR 2005GITE OF THE YEAR” AWARD FOR 2005 ----6666    

DR GERALD A DIETTERTDR GERALD A DIETTERTDR GERALD A DIETTERTDR GERALD A DIETTERT      

In addition, he served as a [Boy Scout] 
commissioner for the Unit and the District.   
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“FUN-RAISER” AUCTION  

This year's annual “Fun-Raiser” for the Butte Club was the 
most successful ever, grossing approximately $26,500.  When 
all the bills are paid the club will net just under $20,000 to 
support the youth of our community and other worthy Ex-
change Club projects.  The Butte Underground – Speak 
Easy theme turned out to be great fun.   
Several club “gangsters” and “flappers” are now memorial-
ized on film and electronic media.   



Yellowstone District Exchange 

P.O. Box 1054 

Helena, MT 59624 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Phone: 208-866-2181 

Fax: 208-672-1673 

E-mail: jamesski@jlsce.com 

JUNE  2006  

Yellowstone District Exchange Clubs 

We’re on the Web! 
www.exchangeclubs.org 
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